



Press release 


Tuesday, September 22, 2020 (from 4 PM), at Prometeo Gallery Ida Pisani (via Ventura 6, Milan), opens Beyond, 
the first solo exhibition of the artist Zehra Doğan in the gallery's Milanese space.  

Fighter, active and contemplative, Zehra Doğan was born in 1989 in Diyarbakır, Turkey, but prefers to call herself Kur-
dish. Through her actions and drawings, Zehra has mainly narrated a state that does not exist on maps, Kurdistan, the 
region inhabited by the Kurdish people and dismembered between Turkey, Syria, Iran and Iraq, with the fall of the Otto-
man Empire. 

As a paladin of her territory and for making the history of the Kurdish people known, in 2016 Doğan was accused of 
propaganda for the terrorist organization PKK, and as a result was arrested and sentenced to 2 years, 9 months and 22 
days imprisonment. 

Without ever giving up and despite all attempts to prevent her from doing so, Zehra continued to produce works inside 
the prison let people talk about her case. The world of culture, in fact -and not only-, rebelled against her imprisonment 
and supported her, as a woman and as an artist: from the associations for the protection of human rights, English Pen 
and Amnesty International, to the well-known artists Ai Weiwei and Banksy (author of a mural dedicated to her in New 
York); from the Tate Modern in London, to the Drawing Center in New York and, in Italy, to the Santa Giulia Museum in 
Brescia, who exhibited her works to make them known to the world.


Doğan's sweet and proud look won over Ida Pisani: the understanding between these two women's eyes was the solid 
foundation on which Beyond stands. Kurdish carpets, cloths and maps, menstrual blood, urine and natural mixtures: on 
these supports and with these materials Zehra Doğan painted, consciously and not out of constraint from traditional 
Western canons, to talk about female identity and body. 

“How did the body become a prison for women when it cannot be solely a possession but rather a part of what we are?  
How was it possible to transform  biology into ideology? How did human beings, by defining themselves through their 
bodies lock themselves into sexist norms?”. 

Zehra's protest opposes a policy of disconnection from the self, which aims to subjugate the body, reducing it to an 
object.

The young artist renounces the conventional symbols of femininity and seduction, expressing her stance against the 
standard image of the female figure, without neglecting the use of allegorical references. This is how, in the succession 
of works that give shape to the exhibition, one can enter a precise historical reality that refers to violence, as a constant 
in Kurdistan, which is denied the recognition of independent state, and which claims freedom by showing nudity only to 
bring out physical and psychological wounds. 


For the opening night of September 22nd (starting at 5 PM), Zehra Doğan conceived a performance entitled 
Dress, for which she created a white dress, similar to a bride's dress, on whose long cut tails emerge calligraphic sym-
bols - "forbidden words" the artist writes in the catalog -, which generate a constant association between female body, 
definitions and violence. The role of the present public will be essential in her questioning of the instinct for possession, 
the ambition for ownership and the notion of historical negation. These are mechanisms present in individual and col-
lective memory that lead to acts of plundering and plundering of territories, as well as bodies, of others. 

Inviting us not to stop denouncing a reality that is too often ethno-centric, racist and discriminatory, Zehra offers her 
example, her works and her reflections, the result of "a bit complicated story", analyzed in the catalog by Rischa Pater-
lini's critical text. 
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Biography


Zehra Doğan was born in 1989 in Diyarbakır (Turkey). She graduated at the Dicle University’s Fine Arts Programme and 
is the co-founded JINHA, the first all-women press agency. Over these years Zehra Doğan has been awarded several 
prizes, including the Exceptional Courage in Journalism Award from the May Chidiac Foundation (2019), the Freedom of 
Expression Award in the Arts category from Index on Censorship (2019), the Courage in Journalism Award from the In-
ternational Women's Media Foundation (2018), the Rebellion's Artist in the World Prize (2017), the Freethinker Prize from 
the Swiss Association of Free Thinkers, Frei Denken (2017) and the Metin Göktepe Journalism Award (2015). Zehra has 
participated at Berlin Biennale (2020) and her work was displayed at Peace Forum (Basel, Switzerland, 2020), Nassaui-
scher Kunstverein (Wiesbaden, 2020), Museo di Santa Guilia (Brescia, 2019), Drawing Center (New York, 2019), ate Mo-
dern (London, 2019),  Opéra de Rennes (France, 2019),  Festival des Autres Mondes (Pays de Morlaix, France, 
2018),  Diyarbakir (2017)  and  the Douarnenez Film Festival (France, 2017). She lives and works in Europe in 
"nomadic” mode.
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Beyond, Zehra Doğan 

Catalogue with text by Zehra Doğan and Rischa Paterlini 

Opening: September 22, 2020, 4 PM 

Performance: September 22, 2020, 6 PM 

From September 23 to November 15, 2020 

Mon - Sat : 4-8 PM | Or by appointment 

Via Privata G. Ventura 6, Milan 

Prometeo Gallery reminds that it is mandatory to wear the mask for the entire duration of the event and maintain social 

distancing. At the entrance the body temperature will be measured, and if it exceeds 37.5° will not be allowed access. 


